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MEET THE NEW MINISTER!! 
 

 

Greg is a recent graduate of The Methodist Theological School in Ohio.  
After serving 35 years as a high school math teacher, Greg went to 
seminary to fulfill a lifelong dream.  Greg holds degrees from Otterbein 
College (BA; Mathematics and Education), Bowling Green State 
University (MA; Instructional Technologies), and The Methodist 
Theological School in Ohio (Masters of Divinity with a concentration in 
Biblical Languages and Texts.) Greg has been serving as the intern 
pastor at Ostrander Presbyterian Church for the last 2 and a half years 
where he started as a student pastor during his seminary education.  
Greg has been involved in Kairos Prison Ministry for 10 years and 
derives a great deal of pleasure and inspiration from this ministry.   He 
enjoys cooking, playing guitar, singing and hanging out with the love 
of his life, Wendi.  Greg believes very strongly, that among God’s 
greatest gifts to God’s children are the relationships that we have with 

each other.  He believes that one of the greatest gifts to anyone is to show up and to be present in 
their lives.  Greg and Wendi are both looking forward to what God has in store for Bellefontaine First 
United Presbyterian Church.  
 

Our Temporary pastor search committee has been active since November of this year.  Our committee 
is made up of Chair Brandon Standley, Bridget Hawkins, Sara Stahler, Brad Flora and Anne Brienza. 
 

We are pleased to announce that Greg Menssen will be joining us for our 7:00 pm February 14, Ash 
Wednesday service and then begin his full-time service to our congregation.  He will be stopping by a 
couple of times before his February 14 start date. 
 

He has been hired as a temporary pastor and will be with us for one year and his contract can be 
renewed. 
 

Greg is a recent graduate of The Methodist Theological School in Ohio with a Masters of Divinity, with 
a concentration in Biblical Languages and Texts.  Prior to that, he served 35 years as a high school 
math teacher.  Greg went to seminary to fulfill a lifelong dream.   
 

Greg has been serving as the intern pastor at Ostrander Presbyterian Church for the last 2 ½  years 
where he started as a student pastor during his seminary education.  Greg has been involved in Kairos 
Prison Ministry for 10 years and derives a great deal of pleasure and inspiration from this ministry.    
 

Greg is married to Wendi and they are a blended family with 5 adult children.  Greg will be commuting 
Delaware OH. 
 

Greg believes very strongly, that among God’s greatest gifts to God’s children are the relationships that 
we have with each other.  He believes that one of the greatest gifts to anyone is to show up and to be 
present in their lives.  Greg and Wendi are both looking forward to what God has in store for 
Bellefontaine First United Presbyterian Church. 
 

The Ordination for Pastor Menssen will take place here at 1stUPC Sunday, March 3, 2024 
3:00pm! 
 

WELCOME PASTOR GREG!! 



DID YOU KNOW? 
 

How does the daylight savings work? 
On the second Sunday of March, at 2 a.m., clocks in most of the United States and many 
other countries move forward one hour and stay there for nearly eight months in what is 
called Daylight Savings Time. On the first Sunday of November, at 2 a.m., clocks fall back an 
hour to standard time. 
 
What is the real reason for Daylight Savings Time? 
Longer and lighter days were supposed to save energy, reduce traffic accidents and help 
people become more active. But clocks really started to roll back when in 1916, when 

Germany became the first country to observe daylight saving time to conserve fuel, according 
to the Congressional Research Service. 
 
What is the logic behind Daylight Savings Time? 
The true reason why DST was created was to create a way to save energy and to get more 
use out of our natural daylight.  
 
What would happen if we get rid of Daylight Savings Time? 
If clock changes were abolished, what would happen first? We'd reduce schedule disruptions 
and having to remember which clocks auto-update. Without losing an hour of sleep in March, 
you'd probably wake up feeling more refreshed and less tired than on that same weekend in 
past years. 
 
Why can't we stay on Daylight Savings Time all the time? 
Either Congress has to enact a federal law, or a state or local government has to get 
permission from the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to stay on permanent standard time — 
which is what the U.S. observes between November and March — not permanent daylight 
savings time. 
 
Which president started Daylight Savings Time? 
Though President Franklin D. Roosevelt relaunched it in 1942, the time change wasn't official 
until 1966, when President Lyndon Johnson signed a law to make the start and end dates of 
Daylight Savings Time uniform across the country. 

 
Do other countries do Daylight Savings? 
Only about a third of the world's countries practice daylight saving time, and the vast 
majority of them are in Europe. Within Europe – as defined by the United Nations – only 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Iceland, Russia and Turkey do not practice daylight 
saving time. 
 
 
 



GOOD NEWS! 
 

 
Griffin Burkhardt and his crew, known as the Bacon Bots, recently 
competed at the Brookside VEX IQ Elementary Competition in 
Columbus.  
 

They ranked 15th in their Skills Competition and 22nd in the Team 
Competition. 
 

The Bacon Bots were awarded the Energy Award for their enthusiasm 
and team spirit! 
 

The team is ranked 36th in Skill in the State of Ohio and has one more 
competition to close out their season, with the hope of securing an 

invitation to the State Competition in March!! GOOD LUCK!!! 
 

THIS JUST IN!! The Bacon Bots were successful at finishing their season at the Pioneer Winter 
VEXiq Classic held in Elyria, Ohio. They were presented the Energy Award for showing the most 
enthusiam and passion for robotics! They rank overall at 32nd in the State of Ohio, with that standing 
propelling them to the State Tournament, March 1 in Marion Ohio! We’ll keep you updated on their 
progress!! 
 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO EMMA SUMAN! Emma recently attended the Ohio Music 
Education Association Solo and Ensemble contest where she was awarded a “2” for 
her vocal solo in Class B! Ratings vary from 1- 5, with 2 being Excellent!! 
WAY TO GO EMMA!!! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the BHS High 
School District Swimming Qualifiers!! 
 

Kate Myers!! 
 

Kaeleigh Flora!! 
 

In the POOL, life can be COOL!! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!   
            

 

Representing the Indian Lake Lakers is #32 
Cole McClelland!! 
 
It’s a Slam Dunk! Go Cole!!! 
 
 



THE REVIEWS ARE IN!! BYE BYE BIRDIE IS A HIT! 
 

Set in 1958, Bye, Bye Birdie, the musical, tells the story of a 
talent agent, Albert, and his girlfriend, Rosie, trying to save 
Almaelou Music Company after their star client, Conrad 
Birdie, gets drafted into the army. 
 

Gracing the stage with their musical presence were: 
Emily Taylor, granddaughter of Warren and Celynn 
Taylor. 
Ryan Alexander, grandson of Woody and Katie Amidon. 
Emma Suman, daughter of Michelle and Chris Suman. 
 

While no actual legs were broken, this show was an 
outstanding success!! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANK YOU’S! 
 

We want to thank you all for a wonderful afternoon being with you all! The Saturday Carnival was a 
day of wonderful food and prizes! Have a blessed day and more!          ~Frank and Judy Bozman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Annual WINTER 
WONDERLAND CARNIVAL!! 

        

         A great time was had by all!!! 
1st UPC Deacons, 
Thank you so much for your kind donation to our hospice, in honor of Janet Brunke. Your generosity 
will help us provide comfort and support to our patients and their families during their journey. We 
are grateful for our support.               ~Universal Home Health Care 
 



          THOSE NEEDING OUR SPECIAL PRAYERS! 
 
 

Jadyn Plaugher   Layla Deardurff    Betty Kindell   Cameron Deardurff 
Nancy Scouten   Carl Wunderle     Mark Brienza   Vicki Shafer        
Shirley Ritter        Kris Sutterfield     Rose Gunkle    The Amidons 
Tina Deardurff   The Morrisons          The Albanos     Kathy Jo Putt    
Sherri Ullom        Karen Baker Primavera    

 

 
 

WITH US IN SPIRIT! 
 

                    Sue Albano 1409 Whispering Pines Lane Belleft. 43311 
                    Lois Ashworth 209 E. Glen Belleft. 43311 
      Janet Brunke 4888 Co. Rd. #55 Belleft. 43311 
            Bob Carter 6559 US Rt 68 S Memory Unit W. Liberty 43357  
            Joyce Core 2450 Co. Rd. 118 Rushsylvania 43347 
            Bud & Mona Eichholtz 1328 Omaha Belleft. 43311                
            Anne Heinlen 741 E. Sandusky Ave. Belleft. 43311 
            Talma Heydinger 709 Iroquois Rd. Belleft. 43311                        SEND A CARD 
            Marcella Neeld 541 Center St. Belleft. 43311                         TO MAKE THEIR DAY! 
            Nate Weber 608 Newford Dr. Belleft. 43311 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY IN MARCH! 
 
  March   3: Charlotte Burkhardt  March 17: Sophie Adelsberger 
   March   6: Lauren Burkhardt  March 22: Robert Kerch 
   March   9: Griffin Burkhardt  March 25: Tom Boone 

     March 11: Bob Day   March 28: Brandon Standley 
     March 12: Jim Wical 
 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING A WEDDING ANNIVERSARY IN MARCH! 
 
March 5: Charles and Brenda Oda March 20: Brad and Laura Flora  

                                     Holly and Adam VanBuskirk 
 

 
 



COMMITTEE CALENDAR! 
 

 

 
The Forty Days of Lent Devotional will continue to be posted throughout 
March! You may receive it through Constant Contact, find it on our Facebook 
page or pick up a copy in the sanctuary! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us for the PARADE OF PALMS! 
 
 

  
 
Jesus shared a meal with the apostles. 
 
 

 
Can you pray for our salvation? 
 
 

 
                              He is in the tomb. 
 
 

 
REJOICE, FOR HE IS KING! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Sponsored by the Church Growth and Member Care Committee, come out and enjoy the FAMILY 
GAME DAY!! Bring your entire family!! Bring a friend!!  March 9, 3:00 - 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall!! 
We will begin with a mystery game so channel your inner Sherlock Holmes and be ready for fun! 
 

 
Through the month of March, the Church office will sponsor a Kid’s 
Coloring Contest!! The coloring page will be available on the bulletin 
board in the Church Narthex! 
 

After coloring, you may turn your page into the Church office!! 
There will be prizes for the winners of each age category! Winners 
will be announced and featured in the April Newsletter! 

 
The Mission and Outreach Committee is sponsoring a Mystery Bag Raffle through 
the month of March.  
 

You can purchase tickets $1.00 each on Sundays after the Worship Service! Winners 
will be announce on March 31st. 
 

There will be bags for both children and adults! Which one will be for you?? 
 

 
 

Our Daily Bread Bakers deliver desserts to Our Daily Bread on the 3rd Monday of each 
month between the hours of 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. 
 

                                            March 18 
 

Debbie Day …………………. Nancy Farrington 
 

Patty Fitzpatrick ……………..… Bridget Hawkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEETING IN MARCH! 
 
 

The Church Growth and Member Care Committee meets Sunday March 3, 12:00 in the Library. 
 

The Property Committee meets Thursday March 7, 5:30pm in the Library. 
 

The PWA Leadership meets Sunday March 10, 12:00pm in the Library. 
 

The Deacons meets Tuesday March 12, 5:00pm in the Library. 
 

The Mission Committee meets Tuesday March 12, 6:00pm in the Office. 
 

The Worship Committee meets Tuesday March 12, 7:00pm in the Library. 
 

The Stewardship and Finance Committee meets Wednesday March 13, 12:00pm in the Library. 
 

The CE Committee meets Wednesday March 13, 5:00pm in the Library. 
 

The Book Club meets Tuesday March 19, 6:30pm, in the Chapel Lounge. The selection is “The Lost 
Apothecary” by Sarah Penner. 
 

The Session meets Thursday March 21, 6:00pm in the Library. 
 

SERVING IN MARCH! 
 
 

Deacons On-Call:  Pat Ortli, Elaine Thompson 
 

Elders On-Call: 
 

March 3: Bill Wical     March 10: Holly Core  March 17: Beth Powers 
    

    March 24: Sara Stahler        March 31: Brandon Standley    
   

 Welcome Team: Vicky Shields, Ruth Bowden, Steve Cox, Jim Wical 
 

 Worship Leaders:     Church Open and Close 
 

 March  3: Beth Powers    March  3: Bridget Hawkins 
 

  March 10: Nancy Wisse    March 10: TBD 
 

March 17: Bridget Hawkins    March 17: TBD 
 

 March 24: Anne Brienza    March 24: TBD 
 (Palm Sunday)     (Palm Sunday) 
 

 March 28: TBD     March 28: TBD 
         (Maundy Thursday)     (Maundy Thursday) 
 

 March 29: TBD     March 29: TBD 
 (Good Friday)     (Good Friday) 
 

 March 31: TBD      March 31: TBD 
 (EASTER)      (EASTER)       
 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Worship and Congregational Life Committee  March 3, 2024 



FINANCIAL FOCUS! 
 

 
 
February 4, 2024 
 

On-Line Attendance: 18    
 

Sunday School Attendance: 25 Sunday School Offering: $32.00          Needed Weekly:  
 

Worship Attendance: 63  Weekly Giving: $6750.00                        Needed Weekly:  
 

Received To Date: $ 23.372.38                                                                 Needed To Date:  
                                                                
 
February 11, 2024 
 

On-Line Attendance: 12            
 

Sunday School Attendance: 28 Sunday School Offering: $57.00              Needed Weekly:  
 

Worship Attendance: 57  Weekly Giving: $3,320.00                         Needed Weekly:  
 

Received To Date: $ 26,692.38                                                  Needed To Date:  
                                                             
 
February 18, 2024 
 

On-Line Attendance: 22 
 

Sunday School Attendance: 23 Sunday School Offering: $41.00                 Needed Weekly:  
 

Worship Attendance: 55  Weekly Giving: $2205.00                         Needed Weekly:  
 

Received To Date: $ 29,657.38                                                       Needed To Date:  
             

 
February 25, 2024 
 

On-Line Attendance: 17 
 

Sunday School Attendance: 29 Sunday School Offering: $57.25                  Needed Weekly: 
 

Worship Attendance: 85  Weekly Giving: $7,028.00                           Needed Weekly:  
 

Received To Date: $ 36,685.38                                          Needed To Date:  
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOOKING AHEAD! 
 

 
Our Daily Bread Bakers deliver desserts to Our Daily Bread on the 3rd Monday of each 
month between the hours of 8:30 am and 6:00 pm. 
 

April 15 
            Natasha Kennedy ……………………..…………. Betty Lloyd 

 

              Amy McIntyre ……………..…………….. Lois McKenzie 
 

KIRKMONT 
CAMPS!! 

 

QUILT CAMP I   June 2-7 Ages 18-99 

Experienced and novice quilters alike are invited to join us at Kirkmont’s beautiful Croft House for this 
week-long camp.  Community and friendships grow through Bible study, devotions and the sharing of 
patterns and techniques.   So be sure to bring your machine, fabrics, and current projects. 
$445 per person 
 

 

BEGINNERS CAMP  Overnight Camp   June 9-12 Completed grades K-3 
When your beginner camper is ready to experience the best camp, this fun-filled four-day adventure 
will satisfy with music, crafts, hiking, fishing, swimming and campfire fun. Qualified staff member 
keep your child a priority and ensure the best camp experience for both you and them. 
$355 per camper 
 

 

PYC   Overnight Camp   June 16-22 Completed grades 7-12 

PYC is exclusively for our middle school and high school campers! A new spin on your old favorite: 
select your focus area from Sports, Music, Art and Science. Campers participate in several service 
activities, group games and activities: relevant discussions about faith and life while spending time 
with friends, old and new.  
$525 per camper 
 
 
 



 

PYC JR   Overnight Camp    June 16-22 Completed grades 3-6 

Ready to try out a full week of camp? With activities from swimming and canoeing to archery and art 
& crafts, your camper will get more time to experience Kirkmont. Campers will have meals and a few 
vespers with PYC while having their own age-appropriate experiences.  
$525 per camper 
 

 

Nature Aventure   Overnight Camp   June 23-28 Completed grades 1-6 

Your camper will explore the ecosystem surrounding Kirkmont Center and reconnect with nature 
while choosing their own adventure. Learn about basic survival techniques, explore sustainable 
practices and conservation strategies, or explore ways to create art using nature. With activities from 
swimming and canoeing, to archery and fishing, your camper will have a well-rounded adventure at 
camp! 
$525 per camper 
 

The sooner you make your reservations, the better your experience will be!!! Contact 
Kirkmont Center, 937-593-2141 for more information!! 
 
 

           



        
 
 
 

               



        
 
 

FROM THE PRESBYTERY! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Each month, the Board of Deacons encourages you to help meet the needs of our 1st UPC family 
through your donation to our 2-Cents-of-Compassion Offering.  Your donation will support the 
Deacons in their effort to support those members of our church who are in need.  Donate 2 cents (or 
more) for every compassionate thought you have had in the last month and place it in the “2 Cents of 
Compassion” envelope included in Sunday’s bulletin.   

Our Lord Jesus said,  “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 
 

 

DINNER AT THE PRES! There will be no Dinner at the Pres until March 2024. The 
Mission Committee would like to thank everyone who has volunteered with this 
program since we started back up! Our Daily Bread will continue to need our help with 
serving on certain days of each month. Four or five volunteers are needed. If you are 
available to help, please contact Evelyn at 937-592-6325!  

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 

 
 

Through the Community Cash Program, shop at Community Market (2 locations, North 
Main St. and East Sandusky Ave.), bring in your receipts and place them in the Donation 
Centers outside the sanctuary (Narthex) or in the Fellowship Hall. A portion of your sale will 
support 1st UPC’s Sharing Fund, providing assistance to our church families as needed. 

“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and 
                  one who waters will himself be watered.” 

 
 

Use your Kroger Reward Card and support Youth Mission Trips! 
To make an automatic donation with your Kroger Plus Card, go to 
krogercommunityrewards.com. Log in or set up a new account. Our “NPO” (non-profit 
orgainzation) ID number is HD313 and is listed as First (not 1st) United Presbyterian 
Church. Each year,1st UPC folks who have named 1st UPC as their charity contribute $800-$1000 a year 
to support our youth mission trips. It only takes a little on your part – but it sure helps our community 
a lot!  

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 
we will reap if we do not give up.” 

 
 

 


